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Lintao, Gansu, China
DESIGN: 2021-22
CONSTRUCTION: 2022-24

Majiayéo Ruins ate located.in Lintao Cbunty,
Gansu Provmce at the intersection of Taohe

~River and its tnbutary Bamayu_eanyon.

belongs to theaneient settlement site from
Neolithic Age to Bronze Age. In 1924, Swed-

“ish-geologist Andersen discovered: the Maji-

ayaosife.on-the west bank of Taohe River in
Lintao County Along with the excavation of
a Iarge number of pamted pottery vnsse!s it

f
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“period, and is known as Majiayao.Clultu

of  the' Yelfow -Riverin_ the. late " Neolith

"[\?'/gﬁgydo Ruins Museam' and Observa-

" tory are-located on the north ahd sot{th sides

«of Bamayu ditch, 'fa‘c'ing eachyother .'écross

the ditch. The museum 48 adjacent: to.the
Majiayao ruins;lying prone in'a‘wide:depres=

When | stood bn theé top of Loess Plateau for
the fnst time, | was FuH of imagination, The
unique geologlcal and climatic environment

of the western regions created aunique fand:y,

o~y

art in’ the world thousands of gulhes l|ke-‘v.‘
Bamayu canyon run acyoss. the east and. '
“west,-and resemnble the uncannys workman—
shlgof hature, scratching an the extansive" *
Loess Plateau, accompanied b\) the waters

rushing’ to. the: Taohe River. On' the ‘north.

bank of.tlyege gulliés;there are many tey_raé,eﬁs &3

back agaifist. mountains and -facing: South

and water. Majiayao site is located.on such

typmal terrace; Wthh proves that QUR ances-

~tors fully undErstood the watural, geolbgmal
and climatic condmons took.fall accotnt of=:

the 'sun -location, “built «in the “mountains

While lived in- the water, and 'av0|ded thes

wind and the sun. RO

\Qur. design concept, is 1nsp(red by the.'

perception of-the natural geological charac-
tenstlcs of Lmtao County in Northwest Chlna; e ,ja‘ted frqm the nests and caves mhabnted by

‘ tlmes The prototype of the museumis trans-:

bt 7 | N P
/N“‘Nw\a‘v Trw ;r bt -

= e d ..

;:the ancrent people and takes the hfe expen—
;,.'en(‘e of the prehrstonc people of Majiayao'&

who {00k water igel Bamayu diteh.to-build -
-pottery as.the spatlal clue [t-aims. to shape
the process of: people walkmg from -the
square’in front of the rums site, through the
museum and twists and furns to theiruins
site wnth the help of a multn dimensional

and continuous zigzag rampz This seems. o

ofthesxte NP SN

be-a feconstruction of thesdaily fife experi-
‘ence of prehistoric people and a, reg:onal'
practlce mtegratlng archaeology, nt*hropol-
gy, chmatology and detatled understandmg

< Aerial view fior Rortheast:




Site plan S=1:10000

View toward concrete shell and ramp

Conceptual model Basement 1 EXHIBITION HALL 6 LOBBY 11 BOOKSTORE/CAFE
2 RESTROOM 7 RAMP 12 COURTYARD
3 OFFICE 8 ATRIUM 13 AMPHITHEATER
4 MECHANICAL 9 CREVICE ATRIUM 14 WATER GARDEN
5 TERRACE AUDITORIUM GARDEN

Site section of Majiayao Ruins Museum and Observatory Main entrance

s Zhu Pei [ Majiayao Ruins Museum 165
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SOOI IEDDHFET 2 RIET LIS, N
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DIEDFISFRA R E T IENTR D7z, T8
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Section S=1:400
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BIRERMICAIEL TUL\D, ABOMED T2
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LB PRAISIICHR T 280D T, ZRI%
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Conceptual model

Architects: Studio Zhu Pei—

Zhu Pei, principal-in-charge;

Mauro Pagliaretti, Liu Yian, Zhang Shun,
Hong Meiying, Zhang Shuyuan, Ji Ming,
Chen Yanhong, Cong Xiaoyu,

Zhang Jiarong, Shen Shihua, Chen Moyu,

project team

Consultant: Design Institute of Land-
scape &t Architecture China Academy of
Art Co., LTD., structural/mechanical;
Studio Zhu Pei, interior designer/land-
scape

Program: exhibition hall, temporary exhi-
bition hall, auditorium, bookstore/cafe,
coat check, amphitheater, water garden,
sculpture garden, office, loading dock,
storage

Structural system: reinforced concrete

system of shell, arch beam and shear wall
Major materials: concrete, wood

Site area: 15,000 m?

Building area: 2,496.94 m?

Total floor area: 5,000 m2

Cost of construction: 61 million RMB

Above: exhibition atrium inside of concrete shell
Below: exhibition atrium and ramp
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