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/HU PEI
Chongren Culture and Art Center

Fuzhou, Jiangxi, China
DESIGN: 2017-23

CONSTRUCTION: 2023-25
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Positioned upon the gentle hills on the
southeast side of Chongren County, Fuzhou
City, Jiangxi Province, Chongren Culture and
Art Center is nestled beside the lush, verdant
Zizheng Park. The center constitutes a small
architectural collective, an amalgamation of

a library, a cultural center, and a perfor-
mance center. These three discrete structures
harmoniously adapt to the original terrain,
converging in a pinwheel-like composition,
with angular intersections and enclosures,
evoking the imagery of awning boats
moored by the lake, consequently crafting a
semi-open central plaza.

The poetic articulation of structure and
materials lies at the heart of this architec-
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tural ensemble, reflecting not merely con-

struction, technology, and craftsmanship,
but also profound contemplation on the cul-
ture of building. As architectural technolo-
gies and synthetic materials advance, the
poetic expression of structure and materials
Is often neglected in contemporary architec-
tural creation, supplanted by extravagant,
trendy, and bloated material skin that clamor
for attention. Chongren Culture and Art
Center's architectural creation endeavors to
return to the simplicity of architecture's
essence, transcending the dichotomies of
"building” and “architecture," “structural
form" and “architectural form," realizing a
translation from technical construction to
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poetic tectonic, fostering an intimate inter-
play between the natural climate and the
building.

Chongren Culture and Art Center
extracts tensile structural curves from tradi-
tional Jiangxi dwellings and the undulating
mountains in the vicinity, crafting an archi-
tectural language imbued with regional cul-
tural attributes. Coarse concrete shear walls
unfurl in an orderly manner, tensioning the
naturally sagging reinforced concrete pre-
stressed roof, composing a tent-like rein-

forced concrete suspension structure sys-
tem—a pure structural form embodying the
architectural form itself. The slender con-
crete sagging roof is tugged by the weighty
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concrete slab-shaped walls, pushing the
compressive and tensile properties of rein-
forced concrete materials to the extreme.
Amidst the hot, humid, and rainy condi-
tions of Jiangxi, the tent-esque form and
tensioned roof serve dual purposes: Provide
shade, shelter from the rain and natural ven-
tilation, while unveiling boundless potential
for underlying functions. The huge but thin
concrete roof, sculpted by gravity, cascades
natural curves from span to span, materializ-
iIng a poetic tension between the roof and
the ground. The library and cultural center
harbor variously sized courtyards, their rect-
angular apertures casting inviting natural
ventilation and daylight to interior spaces,

infusing life into the structured roof. The
continuity of the interior is ceaselessly dis-
rupted, with a labyrinth of corridors and
walkways guiding visitors through varying
spatial dimensions, height, and luminosity,
tempting exploration.

The pure structural language, concrete
materials, and seamless integration with the
environment coalesce, exuding simplicity,
naturalness, and humility. Chongren Culture
and Art Center fervently preserves the site’s
original topography and verdant trees to the
north and west, exploiting the low-lying ter-
rain to the southeast, crafting an ecological
and natural wetland landscape. As visitors
wandering towards the building site along

Zhu Pei [ Chongren Culture and Art Center

the water, ancient wisdom is revealed, har-
kening to a time when architecture was con-
sistently situated adjacent to the water,
positioned at the foot of a hill, facing an
open field, and backed against the hillside,
resonating with Jiangxi's agricultural and
natural hydrological heritage. A rediscovery
of the symbiotic relationship between archi-
tecture and nature is sought, laying the
foundation for an atmosphere steeped In
Eastern emotion.
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Sketches by Zhu Pei
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Architects: Studio Zhu Pei—

Zhu Pei, principal-in-charge;

Hong Meiying, Liu Yi'an, Zhang Shun,

Liu Ling, Wang Junqi, Li Yumeng,

Wang Yiru, Wang Siqi, Shuhei Nakamura,
You Changchen, Ji Ming,
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Mauro Pagliaretti, project team

Client: Chongren County Urban Develop-
ment Investment Group Co., Ltd.
Consultant: Architectural Design and
Research Institute of Tsinghua University,
structural/mechanical; Studio Zhu Pei,
interior designer/landscape

Program: 1/theater, rehearsal hall, dance
room, chorus room; 2/library, cafe, book-
store, reading room, workshop, storage;
3/exhibition hall, lecture hall, classroom,
office k | |
Structural system: reinforced concrete - s, | =% ﬁ‘*f‘*u*‘“i**""‘_:ﬁ A
suspension structure system . = P Sy
Major materials: concrete, glass, and
wood

Site area: 110,600 m?

Building area: 13,210 m?

Total floor area: 26,470 m?

Cost of construction: 200 million RMB
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View from central plaza
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View over lake from southeast

Second floor

1 LOBBY 8 ACTIVITY ROOM 15  OFFICE
EXHIBITION HALL 9  WAITING ROOM 16 CAFE
REHEARSAL HALL 10 PRACTICE ROOM 17 BOOKSTORE
LECTURE HALL 11 CLASSROOM 18 STORAGE
STAGE 12 DANCE ROOM 19 POOL
AUDITORIUM 13 CHORUS ROOM 20 COURTYARD
READING ROOM 14 WORKSHOP 21 CENTRAL PLAZA

Above: view toward lobby of library
Below: view toward reading room and courtyard
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First floor S=1:3000
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Section of library S=1:1200 | Section of cultural center
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