&
) L . e | ul . . y 1
¢ = il - "‘--'-u-.|I "' .- . = L b . e a a 'L 3 i"lt N
. E ¢ 7 W i x % - - £ . F o e e LA
! . |:'_f.-' f _‘rs\._,‘ 1 i, = A -‘h*.:‘ & -:-:'!r A “. s \.
I* o ! g ' B o r i F':-"' F s - R =
L] - .l - % S L A ¥
y i i o # i % ||l'-":.1 -:. -
[l (] 3 ¥ ...";r:
N : - T 2
e e et i -t S e B T i e e 8 - Ly e LY | L .
f - 1 - iy 8 .
! . ’ e - IR
- . " i | 3 4 L = ¥
——— . - 1 - g ) . iy W i e
B ’.l.-" ok “y .1‘,-"1{
- - [
A : s e
[ -

e L e e

r - -
. - y . . . b e . ] ¥ = J
r g s ] S — !
" - v Gy b - r R
| - - ] s i
¢ ®
P
[ - a )
i g X =
« | o) '.!
e
1 "
ik v - .

[ #

S W e b By e ey 8 B il b el R ilitiit g hems s aices ] bt iy

-k
¥ :_.'I:-I

g ot

3

e

T R e T e L v cr il ) g S S P
TS T Rk e l..-'.'—.-E.'..-d-J .l.’t.'..-"'. -y ..1???- ‘-1‘.1:-.:;: —y

e et R S W T e S R T e T P L
~ - » -

- e 34 e W= 1T L7, Y LI A e FE 3 LTS Y e
Yo ‘-“-l"ﬁl"i'r Eoa i Fa it L L s e T 1‘.':;‘-:“."..Tf:£ L ey -.--'ﬁ,, . --;,;4:".-'
.J1 A '%. Vil ‘* “ ey ..'.:ﬁl-\."qu_. - . 2o [ m ..-rpq; 11--;‘_,:, l'z,ﬁ‘ u:‘rﬁ
L e e, .. ’ :'--"j"'.- “ ’..:_—-' ey _{,'s-w. .;..f - '.:':"\::v“’ .:\'.:‘ﬁ N 1.-:1‘-:' :?‘1;:;-.
b, & - " - e W g, " #u = ¥ gy 5 C - 7
L gy e e I e o - ¥ H;h‘*..- o g [ =
i W - - X & ne E
ey T Mty S AR A £ L UL,

- F13 2ok
LI o o i)
R
— -
' i
- s e -.I"

o i) i ¢ - o . : Y - N . i+ -
i P = - ik i . i ! | J— - il T g™
- 5 c ; :.* ! . ,:‘.r_p' "._,

~ e

L 4 - [ = ¥ ™ "-.-‘a“-'\r

o e | g Ty s ks e TR i N L

SRR LR TE | S - T ) N :}},;'&::353\_:;-,. s Lo Yt =
T ':H.f‘,:-.-aﬁ:: "-.':-?-"—:‘- ) = - L ‘% 1.._ : - = & ? . g

A NS T er =

b ‘

R i

C

L]

-~
™

o
et
¥
ey

O
.'.""' . '

Sl i St N .

¥ = i L
i - 5 ‘.*.-“H- - " "
. A Tt

- el * - =
_: will ol il

. - . T
. - ha T ; 8 4%
S N re—— .- &
[ e e T . -
el . -
gl ¥ = ¢
. ¥

[
-
-ﬁ—l_'F

- r——— —— W ——————

- TR - vy - n " - FEE L T g e

. - -

s — -

o ——— o e R -
- r - e . W

—— -
§ - = ¥



163

An enclosed rectangular block in Shou County references traditional local house hiding courtyards

169

Shou County, Anhui Province, is located on the south bank

local Anhui housing typology

be experienced.

el

of Huai River, the historical center of the Chu culture, and the

place where Liu An, King of Huainan, edited his compendium

of ancient Chinese philosophy and poetry. The old town

is roughly square shaped, surrounded by rammed, slightly
inclined, earth walls, with the outward-facing sides covered in
brick above an elevated stone foundation. A moat lies to the
southeast, the Fei River to the north, Shouxi Lake to the west,
and the Bagong Mountains in the distance. A walk across the
ancient bridges and a stroll through the ancient relics of the
old town can offer boundless inspiration. The city walls wrap
tightly around chaotic and scattered buildings, creating a

sudden change in experience on crossing the threshold.

The city’s courtyard buildings differ from those in northern
China and southern Anhui. The typology strongly reflects
regional climatic conditions, as well as the local way of life.

Along narrow streets, vertical courtyard houses typically have
small windows and solid walls for weatherproofing.

Shou County Culture and Art Center was built one or two
kilometers southeast of the old town, on flat, featureless
farmland. Most new building there are generic and fail to
reflect the local climate and culture. The blandness of the
project site, however, offered Zhu Pei considerable creative
potential; the county government did not insist on specific
design requirements, but time constraints were tight.
The building needed to include an art gallery, cultural center,
library, and archive. Such centers are not new in China -
many being built between the 1950s and 1970s with Soviet
influences — however today they present more possibilities,
including creating urban public space for cultural activities to
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The architects drew inspiration from the cultural roots of
Shou County, observing old dwellings and ruins, and iden-
tifying how ancestors balanced the primal force of nature
and construction without modern technologies. The inward-
oriented living patterns of the vertical courtyard houses, and
the narrow lanes connecting them, reflect the local way of life
and hint at the rules of construction for local climate condi-

tions. Zhu Pei reimagined this spatial experience to help to
embed the arts center in the local community.

Multiple courtyards of different sizes are placed in an en-

closed rectangular block, connected by an undulating public
walkway. This loop guides people over the bridge, crossing

the moat into the building. The extensive front yard at the
main entrance forms a pub

wu (central room) of typica
resembles those of local fol

ic square that represents the tang
residences, while the back yard

K houses. Each program of the
building has two or three inner courtyards. From the front

yard, visitors can wander in all courtyards without interrupt-
ing the continuity of the rooms. Walking along the loop, visi-

tors find themselves at times on the first floor, second floor or

third floor. The unpredictable space, with light and shadow
continually shifting, allows visitors to feel the artistic spirit of

traditional Chinese architecture expressed by the principles of
'hide, breathe, cultivate, and wander".

The introverted concept of Shou County Culture and Art
Center takes the unpredictable future development of the
surrounding area into account. It also reflects the grace, inclu-

siveness, and vitality of an ancient city, which has withstood
the test of time.

1. main entrance I|
2. secondary entrance "
3. culture center entrance | |
4. library entrance |
5. urban planning exhibition hall /
art gallery entrance |
6. archives entrance ‘
7. local chronicles entrance |
8. the main courtyard |
9. back courtyard
10. courtyard |
11. vehicle access I
12. pool | |
13. landscape | |
14. bamboo forest | I
15. parking
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concept image

public loop
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1. main entrance 2. courtyard 3. reception 4. cafe 5. book shop 6. exhibition space 7. archives 8. storage 9. classroom

10. lecture room 11. reading room 12. multi-function room 13. multimedia room 14. activity room 15. studio 16. equipment room
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1. roof comprising exposed reinforced concrete; G
80mm concrete fill, 50mm extruded polystyrene _ .T
rigid insulation, polyethylene film, double | |
waterproofing membrane, 120mm reinforced ;
concrete slab . I

2. flat roof; 40mm -concrete slab paving, 30mm 1:3'dry o 7
hard cement mortar bonding layer, 50mm extruded a2
polystyrene, rigid insulation, double waterproofing
membrane, 20mm 1:3 mortar layer, thinnest 30mm _- |
LC5.0 lightweight aggregate concrete 2% slope '
finding layer, reinforced concrete roof panel

17 1 - 3. facade comprising; 200mm exposed reinforced |

| concrete, 50mm extruded polystyrene rigid { Vi |
Insulation, 200mm aerated concrete blocks |

4. 6Low-E+12A+6 tempered glass . 7 .-

.20 x 50mm flat steel railing 7 | . e —

6. 90 x 40mm aluminum C-profile framing suspended | TT | =
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by tie rods, 12mm flame-retardant panel, 12mm
; moisture-resistant gypsum board
: . - ' 7. floorboards; 5mm insulating matting, 20mm mortar
layer, 60mm LC7.5 lightweight aggregate concrete, e T |
i 120mm reinforced concrete slab | I ! {1
8. floorboards; 5mm insulating matting, , ;' |
20mm mortar layer, one cement.-mortar |
(incorporating construction glue), 60mm screed,
150mm gravel layer
. water; 50mm thick - 50~70mm diameter pebbles,
20mm waterproof mortar, cement-based
penetrating crystalline waterproof coating, 250mm
reinforced concrete pool floor, 150mm lime soil,
compaction soill
10. hollow structure of 200mm exposed reinforced
concrete |
. = S , 1. curtain-wall comprising; wooden grill sun shading, - = ——
i i e I 6Low-E+12A+6 glass glazed curtain wall with ' |
| 6/12/6mm aluminum glazing units
| 12. pick gallery comprising exposed reinforced
concrete; 40mm concrete slab paving, mortar layer
sandwiching waterproofing membrane, 100mm
reinforced concrete slab, 50mm rigid insulation
. 13. double-sided exposed reinforced concrete railing |
L 14. tempered laminated glass railing 6+1.52pvb+6
| 15. 50mm thick - 50~70mm diameter pebbles ‘]
16. gravel floor; 20mm gravel slate with cement mortar |
jointing, 30mm 1:3 dry hard cement mortar bonding gl
«f layer, one cement mortar (incorporating 13 |
construction glue), 60mm screed, . -.
150mm gravel layer
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